
Newsletter

Dolores School  District
Apri l  2025

Dolores School District RE-4A
Superintendent Alesa Reed

www.doloresschools .org 1/16

Welcome to Spring, Everyone,

This month, I  am f i l led with immense pride as I  observe our
students'  extraordinary resi l ience, creativity,  and potential .
Last month, our f irst-grade students held presentations on
the events that led to the Revolutionary War.  The Middle
School showcase was equal ly excit ing, featuring a variety of 

Dolores School District Important Dates
       April 2:       Board member presenting building update to the Dolores Rotary
 April 8-26:      CMAS, PSAT and SAT testing 
     April 14:       School Board Meeting 6:00 PM, District Office
     April 22:       Community update on building project. 6:00 pm High School Library

projects,  experiments,  and presentations. We have an art  exhibit  at the
Cortez Rec Center;  check it  out.  Addit ional learning is prevalent on our
campus. We always have room to improve, yet we are proud of the education
we are providing for your students.

Academic Spotl ight

State Testing Preparation
Our schools are preparing for the upcoming standardized assessment period
this Apri l .  Teachers are working di l igently to ensure students are
comfor table with testing formats while maintaining a balanced approach to
curriculum. Parents can help by:

Ensuring students get adequate sleep and nutr it ion
Maintaining regular attendance
Encouraging a posit ive att itude toward testing
Contacting your chi ld's teacher with specif ic questions

Building principals also receive t ips and information about the impor tance of
state testing in their  communications.  Thank you for par t icipating in these
assessments and suppor ting public education.

http://doloresschools.org/
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Superintendent (continued)
Depar tment Updates

Curriculum & Instruction
Our ELA curr iculum review has been completed. The fol lowing program wil l  be
used in grades 6-12. “ Into Literature” by Houghton Miff l in Harcour t.  This wi l l
support ELA al ignment for our secondary students.  

Facil i t ies
Spring maintenance projects have begun, focusing on roof repair,  stanchion
upkeep, and distr ict off ice safety components.  
Core dri l l ing samples are continuing on campus this next couple of weeks.

Reach Out
Phone: (970) 882-7255
Website:  doloresschools.org
Social  Media:  Dolores Distr ict RE-4A
 

Staff  Spotl ight

Mike Nielson  -  High School Social  Studies:  Mike does not l ive at the school,
but there is a better chance that i f  you were looking for him, that is where
you would f ind him. He is a historian, a fact seen by continuing his education
and recently earning his Master 's degree. He engages students and makes
history relevant by connecting those themes through t ime as well  as helping
students understand the cultural  and historical  cl imate to frame past events.
His dedication to bui lding relat ionships with students real ly stands out.  What
an asset he is!

Elaine Medina  -  Preschool Teacher Elaine Medina’s dedication to her
students and passion for teaching are genuinely inspir ing. We are incredibly
grateful  for her hard work and posit ive impact on students,  parents,  and
staff.  She always goes above and beyond for her students,  school programs,
and init iat ives, even on her own t ime. Elaine is a true mentor and role model
for our staff  and community.

Reggy Haase  -  Elementary Paraprofessional Reggy Haase is a long-t ime
paraprofessional at Dolores Elementary.  She is highly dependable and hard-
working. We rely on her to implement intense instruction for students dai ly.
She consistently goes above and beyond in everything she does. Reggy is
f lexible and always wil l ing to take on any task asked of her!

http://doloresschools.org/
https://doloresschools.org/
https://www.facebook.com/DSDRe4aOffice/?scrlybrkr=dd658b53
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Teddy Bear Preschool
Director Valiena Rosenkrance

Teddy Bear Preschool is gearing up for our preschool to
kindergarten transit ion over the next couple of months.
Transit ion to kindergarten plans al low chi ldren to visit  and
part icipate in their  future kindergarten classrooms before the
fal l  school year starts so that they become famil iar with the
environment prior to attending. As always, we strongly
encourage famil ies to join us on these days. 

Transit ions can lead to better shor t-term school adjustments,  improved social
and emotional development,  and enhanced academic outcome for chi ldren
throughout the kindergar ten year.  Transit ions also bui ld those relat ionships
between famil ies,  teachers and chi ldren thus creating a supportive and
posit ive learning environment.  The preschool teachers and kindergar ten
teachers feel  this ensures a smooth handover of information and practices.

We work to achieve successful  transit ions so that chi ldren and famil ies are
more l ikely to experience better long-term school success.

Teddy Bear encourages the use of books and stories in the classroom and at
home. We try to f ind activit ies to ignite the students'  love for reading and
books. Two of our popular activit ies are our Dr.  Seuss activity and now Book
Blast!

Teddy Bear Preschool Important Dates
Pre-kinder Events:

April  8 and 9:  Music at the Elementary 8:50 a.m.
April  15th:  P.E.  at the Elementary 9:00 a.m.
April  22 and 23:  Lunch at the Cafeteria 10:40 a.m.
May 12 and 13:  Kindergarten Classroom Visitation 8:30 a.m.

Galaxie with
her Book Blast
grand prize!

http://doloresschools.org/


@real lygreatsite www.real lygreatsite .com +123-456-7890

During the month of March our theme is Dr.  Seuss. Chi ldren are given Dr.
Seuss reading logs to track reading activity.  When the log is f i l led and
brought back, students are able to choose a prize.  The chi ldren are then
given a str ip of paper that bui lds Dr.  Seuss’s hat,  they write their  name on the
paper and then it  is  placed to bui ld Dr.  Seuss’s hat.  The hat runs from the
front door of our bui lding to the end of the hal lway. The chi ldren enjoy this
activity immensely.  The classrooms are al l  given a pizza party at the end of
the week to celebrate their  success.

The Book Blast program partners with schools and communit ies to bring
popular books directly to students'  homes to foster l i teracy, imagination, and
a l i felong passion for learning. Students and their  famil ies embark on an
adventure while earning prizes and books, and helping their  fr iends to do the
same. The chi ldren are real ly enjoying this program and the books they earn
are wonderful  qual ity books.

www.doloresschools .org 4/16

Teddy Bear Preschool (continued)

Dolores Elementary School
Principal Amanda Hill

Greetings Famil ies!

Dolores Elementary is in ful l  swing of spring events and testing.
We are excited to see the growth of our students on their  tests
as well  as enjoy al l  of the fun events to close out the year.

Please see the CMAS Schedule below.  It  is  a very busy t ime for our 3-5 grade
students .  Attendance is very important so they do not get behind in testing
sessions.  Also testing with their  peers instead of by themselves during a
make-up session helps them to stay on track and do their  best.  Please do
everything in your power to have them present on al l  testing days.

CMAS Schedule

http://doloresschools.org/
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Dolores Elementary School (continued)
We understand that assessment periods can be a t ime of anxiety for both
students and famil ies.  To help our students perform their  best,  we encourage
you to support them by ensuring they get plenty of rest the night before their
assessments.  A good night's sleep can make a signif icant difference!
Addit ional ly,  please encourage your chi ld to arr ive at school on t ime, as this
helps them sett le in and prepare mental ly for the day ahead. Maintaining a
posit ive att itude and giving their  best effort  during these assessments is
essential ,  and your encouragement at home plays a crucial  role in helping
them succeed.

We are very excited to invite in our students who wil l  be in Kindergarten next
year!  We have kindergarten registration scheduled for Apri l  24th from 12:00-
6:00 here at the Elementary school.  Please pass the word along if  you know
of any 5 year olds ready to go to Kindergarten in the 2025-2026 school year.

Mrs.  White’s and Mrs.  Tourjee’s classes put on performances about the events
that led up to the American Revolution. They did an AMAZING,
OUTSTANDING, and FANTASTIC job! I  was so proud of how much knowledge
they had! Way to go f irst  graders!

2nd grade is beginning their  research for the Wax Museum. This is coming up
on Apri l  10th. I  am very excited for them to per form and show us al l  of their
learned knowledge. Be on the lookout for more information.
Enjoy the beautiful  spring weather!  I f  you have any questions, please reach
out to me!

Par tners in Learning!

Mrs.  Hi l l-  Elementary Principal

http://doloresschools.org/
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CMAS Test Attendance
As a school,  our goal is to achieve a 95% attendance rate.  Your student wi l l
earn PBIS points for tests taken on each test day, and even more for their
best testing effort.  Ask your student what these individual points equate to at
the PBIS store and how we use them for grade level  competit ions. Please look
at the information on the next page to understand more about the CMAS
assessments.  

www.doloresschools .org 6/16

Dolores Middle School
Principal Mary Weiss

As we begin the 4th Quarter I  want to thank you and your chi ld
for helping the Dolores Middle School faculty in creating a
more healthy and academic cl imate at school.  I  ask each of you
to join forces again with the DMS faculty as we prove to the
State of Colorado our middle school is better than ever and
that our students are making enormous academic growth. 

Dolores Middle School Important Dates
 April  8 - 10:  CMAS Testing
 April  15-17:  CMAS Testing     

7th Grade Poetry 
A huge thank you to our amazing 7th graders for being the spotl ight of the
night,  sharing their  heartfelt  poetry.  Your words inspired and moved us al l !  

http://doloresschools.org/
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Dolores Middle School (continued)

http://doloresschools.org/
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Dolores Middle School (continued)
Middle School Showcase 
I t 's  great to acknowledge the efforts of everyone who attended the middle
school showcase. I t 's  an event that highl ights students'  hard work and talent,
and the part icipation of famil ies,  teachers,  and the community makes it  even
more special .  I 'm sure the students appreciated the support!  

http://doloresschools.org/
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Dolores Middle School (continued)

Congratulations to our March Middle School Students Spotl ights 
Criteria to be selected for Student of the Month: 
Academic excel lence, posit ive att itude, active part icipation, responsibi l i ty,  supportive to
peers,  personal growth, attendance, and punctual ity

The 6th grade team is pleased to award the student of the
month to Vann Robinson .  Vann is an exceptional student
who truly cares about his grades. Vann always gets his work
in on t ime, discusses with the class, and expands on his
learning to ensure he is gett ing the most out of his learning.
In addit ion to his classwork, Vann is a remarkable person.
He is caring, inclusive, and engaging with everyone in the
6th grade. Congratulations Vann!

Alexis  Simmons  is  our 7th grade student of the month!
Astonishing
taLented
Extraordinary
eXcellent
Incredible
Sensational

 

Jordyn Witsken ,  our 8th Grade Student of the Month, is a
shining example of intel l igence, kindness, and dedication.
She takes her schoolwork seriously,  always str iving for
excel lence, and serves as a posit ive role model for her
peers.  Though quiet,  Jordyn is fr iendly and approachable,
creating a warm and welcoming presence. Her compassion
extends beyond the classroom, as she deeply cares for al l
l iv ing organisms. With her posit ive att itude and strong
character,  Jordyn truly embodies what it  means to be an
outstanding student.   

http://doloresschools.org/
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Dolores Middle School (continued)
Congratulations to the fol lowing students for their  3  Quarter
academic achievements.  The middle school staff  is honored to
recognize these students.  

r d

Principal ’s Honor Roll  -  Students that have received al l  A’s

8th Grade
Zane Brown, Arthur Lein,  True Loomis,  Isaac Samulski

7th Grade
Gabriel la Hollen,  Randon Hooper,  Isaac Marty,  Hayes Robinson,         

Sean Tarpey, Cal l ista Vaughn
6th Grade

Abigai l  Hurst,  Alanna Lindsay, Amelia Daniel ,  Cambri  Hooper,         
Hannah Huston,  Kinlea Wright,   Kyndal  Winter,  MacKenzie Stowe,
Marissa Hi l l ,  Nyah Gorsuch, Ophelia Pietruszka,  Paisly Andrews,     

Parker Pribble,  Vann Robinson, Zoey Kennedy

A and B Honor Roll  

8th Grade
Cooper Detloff ,  Trenton Gofforth,  Adam Hicks,  Gui  Jeter,  Fiona McGuire,

Annabelle Paine,  Tristan Rime, Joshua Robson, Bryson Schmitt ,     
Nevada Schoonover,  Keyl ie Stevens, Kooper Thomas, Tommy Tunnell ,

Dorian Westover,  Marshal  Wickstrom, Jordyn Witsken

7th Grade
Brody Conrad, Kennedy Erautt,  Aleiah Grove, Keara Keene,            
Ripley Lamkins,  Ryatt  Loomis,  Tatum Otteson, Jack Stanley

6th Grade
Amelia Paul,  Avery Shoopman, Aylan Warren,  Blake Schmitt ,              
Brian Boniface,  Jensen Bronson, Elahn Delarey,  Jax Rantz,                

Jaxx Robson, MaKayla Beaudoin,  Micah Unrein,  Rowan Smith,
Temperance Pyle,  Tessa Schamp

Academic Achievement

www.doloresschools .org 10/16
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school should display alcohol,  drugs, gang aff i l iat ion, and/or i l legal or sexual
activity.  Students enrol led in shop classes, especial ly welding, should have
appropriate leg and foot covering, fai lure to prepare may negatively impact
grades as students wi l l  not be able to part icipate.

Apri l  starts testing season, Mrs.  Weiss’s art icle is a quick read for the ways
the information can be used for the benefit  of students,  teachers,  parents
and the distr ict.  Students that want to part icipate in advanced courses l ike
concurrent enrol lment courses; wi l l  need to demonstrate required ski l ls  and
test scores have been a rel iable tool.

Course registration is coming up and there are some notable differences from
years past.  We are transit ioning to an onl ine registration platform through
Alma. Our Academic Advisor during our Apri l  9th Advisory,  wi l l  walk students
through accessing the course catalog, explaining how pre-requisites work so
students can get signed up for the most appropriate course that f i ts on their
graduation pathway. This port ion wil l  be done as a hard copy and would be a
great t ime to review with your student their  choice of courses. In the
afternoon of Apri l  16th, after the PSAT and SAT t imes students wi l l  then go
into Alma and make their  selections based on the hard copy created.  
Scheduling Tab on Academic Advising Site

www.doloresschools .org 11/16

Dolores High School
Principal Matt Walker

Spring is here and minus a few instances of essential  rain
we are being treated to the sunshine of SW Colorado. Please
help us ensure our young men and women are complying
with dress code. The most common dress code violat ions:
Shorts and Pants with holes must be at or below the
fingert ips with arms extended. No items brought into the 

Student journal ism is al ive and well  at Dolores High School!
The Journal ism class is an elective offered to al l  students.  The
purpose of the Journal ism class is to al low students to have a
voice on issues of students'  interests in and outside of school.
Click here  to view High School Journal ism art icles.

https://sites.google.com/dolores.k12.co.us/academic-advising/scheduling?authuser=0
http://doloresschools.org/
https://sites.google.com/dolores.k12.co.us/doloressecondarynews/home


T H I R D  Q U A R T E R
S T U D E N T  A C A D E M I C

A W A R D S
ALGEBRA 1 - NATHAN SCHRAGE

ALGEBRA 2 - LEVI PORTER
ART 1 - IAN BEGAY

BAND - ENTIRE HS JAZZ BAND
BIOLOGY 01 - EASTON GOFFORTH

BIOLOGY 01 - HOLLY SCHAMP
COMPUTER GRAPHIC DESIGN - KACEY SCHMITTEL
COMPUTER MEDIA/LITERACY - HOLLEY SCHAMP

ENGLISH 1 - EMMA NIELSON
ENGLISH 2 - EVIE PORTER

ENGLISH 3 - KACEY SCHMITTEL
ENGLISH 4 - DAVIEN PAWLICKI

ESS - WILL NIELSON
FORENSICS - TAYLOR ERAUTT

GEOLOGY & ASTRONOMY - SHANTY CAMPOS
GEOMETRY - MATTHEW VEGA

HEALTH - DECLAN WARREN
HIS 1220 - ELERI BROWN

INTEGRATED SCIENCE - MASSIAH RODRIGUEZ
JEWELRY - ZAIDEN SUHR

MACROECONOMICS - MIKAYLA EATON
P.E. - DRAVEN TSOSIE

PCC BIOLOGY 105 - BEN CARPENTER
PHYSICS - NICHOLAS ABATE

PRE-ALGEBRA - CHLOE HANSON
PSYCHOLOGY - SAMANTHA ABATE

SCULPTURE - EFLIN OZDIL
SPANISH 1 - RANGER LAROSE
SPANISH 1 - AKAIA EDWARDS

SPANISH 2 - EVIE PORTER
SPANISH 2 - ADELINE DETTLOFF

STRENGH & CONDITIONING - DAMEON MUFF
TRIG PRECALC - NEVAEH SETTLES

US GOVERNMENT - MORGAN CHAFFEE
US HISTORY - JUSTICE EUBANKS

WORLD HISTORY - GRACIE COKER
YEARBOOK - MADDISON THORNBRUGH

www.doloresschools .org 12/16
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Allergy Awareness: Apri l  often marks the peak of seasonal al lergies.
Please remind your students about al lergy management strategies,
including handwashing, avoiding tr iggers,  and taking prescribed
medications. Asthma and Al lergy Foundation of America
Sun Safety:  With increased sunshine, i t ’s  crucial  to emphasize sun safety.
Remind students to wear sunscreen, hats,  and protective clothing when
outdoors.
Hydration: Encourage students to drink plenty of water throughout the
day, especial ly during outdoor activit ies.Choose Water for Healthy
Hydration
Healthy Eating: Promote healthy snacking with fruits,  vegetables, and
whole grains.Healthy Eating
Physical  Activity:  Encourage outdoor play and exercise to promote
physical  and mental  wel l-being.
Sleep Hygiene: Maintain consistent sleep schedules to ensure students are
well-rested and ready to learn.
Mental  Wellness:  Apri l  can be a stressful  t ime with testing and end of year
activit ies.  Encourage students to talk about their  feel ings and provide
support.  

Wishing everyone a healthy and happy Apri l !

www.doloresschools .org 13/16

Health and Wellness
District Nurse Brandy Dunn

Apri l  showers bring May f lowers, and Apri l  is  a month of
growth and renewal!  As we embrace the warmer weather and
increased outdoor activit ies,  i t ’s  a perfect t ime to focus on
health and wellness across our distr ict.  

Dolores High School
Academic Advisor Cheri Walker

Please take a moment to review the PSAT/SAT information
located on pages 15 and 16. 

https://aafa.org/
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/healthy-living/nutrition/Pages/Choose-Water-for-Healthy-Hydration.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/healthy-living/nutrition/Pages/Choose-Water-for-Healthy-Hydration.aspx
https://www.myplate.gov/
http://doloresschools.org/
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Download the updated Dolores SD App, available for free on both Android and
iOS platforms. Allow push notifications!

Contact the Dolores School District

Dolores School District Calendars

Download the Dolores SD App

Dolores School District RE-4A
100 N. 6th Street / PO Box 727

Dolores, CO 81323
Phone: (970) 882-7255

Fax: (970) 882-7685

Events Calendar

2024-2025 Yearly Calendar

Safe2Tell Colorado Initiative

http://doloresschools.org/
https://apps.apple.com/app/id1481330805
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=btapp.n207352140
https://safe2tell.org/
https://doloresschools.org/dsd-calendars/
https://doloresschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/2024-2025-approved-calendar.pdf


PSAT/SAT INFOFLYER
D O L O R E S  H S

APRIL 2025

Digital Readiness Check -
April 2

From the desk of the
Academic Advisor

PSAT & SAT
In elementary and middle school,
students take the CMAS to gauge if
schools and students are on track
with learning expectations.

Advising Site Testing Page

Please visit this page for links, resources, and
detailed information on all topics. What is
covered on this page:

General SAT suite information
Student Guides for each test
Practice options
BigFutures & Connections information -
connect to colleges, recruiters, scholarships
and more!
Accessing & Interpreting Scores

In high school, juniors will still take
CMAS for science, but the state of
Colorado has identified the PSAT and
SAT assessments as the measures for
reading and math.

This newsletter is designed to
provide you with information and
resources to understand the
importance of these tests, how to
prepare for them, and what to do
once you recieve your scores.

During advisory, students will complete a
readiness check to prepare for what to
expect on test day, complete exam set up,
and to ensure devices are updated with the
necessary programs. Students will bring
home “testing tickets” that contain login
information that they can use to complete
the practice test in Bluebook.

Advising Site - SAT Page

15/16

https://sites.google.com/dolores.k12.co.us/academic-advising/testing/sat-psat
https://sites.google.com/dolores.k12.co.us/academic-advising/testing/sat-psat
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Parents, if you’d like to have a Google
Classroom guardian account, please let us
know!

Practice Options
After each administration,
students will receive a score
report which will break down
areas of strength and
weakness. Using this report,
and information found in
individual student College
Board accounts, students are
able to intentionally address
areas of need, and be more
efficient with their time.

Student Resources
All students are enrolled in a “Class of...” Google
Classroom. In addition to many other resources
and communications, there is a “Testing”
section under the Classwork tab that houses
resources and information including:

Prepare!

Google Classroom “Class of...”

Learn more on the testing site!

Advising Site link
Student Information slides presented to
advisory classes in January
Multiple handouts for Big Future &
Connections
Practice options information

Why take the SAT? 
SAT Home Page 
PSAT NMSQT Home Page
PSAT 10 Home Page 
PSAT 8/9 Home Page 
SAT for Students & Parents

Want more information?

4/2

5/15

4/16 Test Day!

Student Score
Release

Students Review
Scores During
ICAP Meeting

School Receives
Paper Scores

Digital Readiness
Check

Summer

Fall

16/16

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/apply-to-college/sat
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat-suite-benefits-students-parents

