September 2026

Dolores G chool Vistricl

' Newsletter

Superintendent Alesa Reed

Dolores School District RE-4A

Dear Community,

As we step into September, | am thrilled to share several exciting updates on
our facilities, upcoming traditions, and strategic planning. Here is what is
happening across our district this month:

Building Project & Facility Updates

» Classroom Progress: Our building project remains on schedule. Most classrooms in the new
high school have now been drywalled and painted as we move closer to completion. It was
good to see so many tour the new high school during parent night. We will be scheduling tours
again in the future so the community has an opportunity to see the new school, upgrades, and
improvements.

» Playground Installation: New playground equipment will be installed during the first week of
September, with the soft-fall surfacing scheduled for completion on September 8th.

* New Public Walking Path: Construction is underway for a new walking path connecting 12th
Street and 14th Street. Beyond serving as a great community amenity, it provides a safe,
dedicated footpath for students walking to school from the east side of town. This should be
available to the community by the 1st week of November.

Upcoming Events & Strategic Planning

» Homecoming Week: Mark your calendars! Homecoming festivities will take place the week of
September 21st. Further details regarding spirit days and events will follow in this newsletter
under the principal's communications.

« Vision & Mission Development: We will soon hold meetings to craft an updated vision and
mission statement that encapsulates our shared community and school goals. Our District
Accountability Committee (DAC) and Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) team will support
this work. Please watch for upcoming meeting dates to participate in this process.

e Curriculum Alignment: Our staff worked on curriculum alignment last year, and it will continue
this year. This is a great deal of work performed by our staff, and their expertise is appreciated.
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Superintendent (continued)

Dolores School District Important Dates
September 14: Board of Education Meeting, District Office Boardroom, 6:00 p.m.
Agendas are posted on the website and outside the district office.
September 21-26: Homecoming Week

Emergency Closures

Monitor local media and check doloreschools.org for weather-related closure
announcements. The district also sends an email and a robocall to parents and staff in the
case of a delayed start or school closure.

Director Valiena Rosenkrance

Teddy Bear Preschool

Welcome to a wonderful new school year at Teddy Bear Preschool!
We have had such an amazing first few weeks getting to know
your children, exploring our classrooms, and settling into our fun
daily routines. From sharing favorite stories to building towering
block castles, the energy and smiles in our school have been
absolutely magical.

Thank you so much for your partnership and support during these first few weeks
of transition. We have had a truly great beginning, and we simply can’t wait for
all the memories, learning, and fun still to come.

We are so incredibly proud of how the children are mastering their brand-new
preschool routines! Over the past few weeks, they have practiced lining up
nicely, being brave while away from mom and dad, and building their focus to sit
beautifully for 15 minutes during group time. Mealtime has been a wonderful
adventure as they learn to serve their own food family-style, and fill their own
water bottles like big kids! We are also teaching them to care for their personal
belongings by showing them how and where to hang their coats, raise their
hands to ask questions, walk in the front door on their own, and follow their
individual classroom paths to the classroom and even fold their blankets and put
their cots away after a nap. They are doing a fantastic job following the teachers'
lead, and we love watching their independence grow every day!

Looking ahead, we are thrilled to kick off our weekly library sessions with Ms.
Hannah and our monthly garden time with Ms. Karelia this month. Get ready for
some amazing stories and dirty hands!
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Teddy Bear Preschool (continued)

As the weather is getting chilly, please send your child with a jacket daily, as
we are outdoors every day for one hour in the morning!

We would absolutely love to have more family involvement, so please
consider joining our wonderful Teddy Bear Preschool Parent Group! This
amazing group plans fun activities for our kids and helps with important
fundraising projects throughout the year. Our next meeting is on Friday,
September 18, 2026 at 9:00 AM. You can join us in person here at the preschool
—and yes, childcare is provided! If you prefer to log in from home or work, you
can also join virtually. Just keep an eye on your Brightwheel app for the
invitation and link to attend.

We hope to see you there!

Teddy Bear Preschool Important Dates
September 18: Teddy Bear Preschool Parent Group Meeting, 9:00 a.m.

Emergency Closures

Monitor local media and check doloreschools.org for weather-related closure
announcements. The district also sends an email and a robocall to parents and staff in the
case of a delayed start or school closure.

Principal Amanda Hill

Dolores Elementary School

What a wonderful start to the school year!

We are off to a great start at DES with students settling into
routines, building relationships, and getting right into lots of
learning. It has been wonderful to see our Little Bears excited
to be at school and engaged in their classrooms.

We are loving this rain—it is much needed and very welcome! With the “Ber”
emonths upon us, please remember to check the weather regularly. Our mornings
eare getting chilly, while our afternoons are still warm. Please send a jacket with
eyour child so they are comfortable during those cooler mornings and prepared for

®the changing temperatures throughout the day.
[ ]

Playground Construction Update

It has been so exciting to watch our new playground take shape! Our students
have had a firsthand view of the construction process and have been very
engaged and curious about what is happening. They have loved watching the
playground transform right before their eyes.
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Dolores Elementary School (continued)

The new playground structure is expected to be ready for students to play on the
week of September 7! The excitement will continue into late September when we
anticipate having the entire playground area open. Students will get to

experience a new basketball court, a four-square court, and a new nature spot e & 0o o
located in the former garden area. We are so excited to provide our students with ® ® ® ® «
new spaces to play, explore, create, and enjoy time together. ® &6 oo

® ® ® &
The past three weeks have been busy with learning and assessment. Students ee e

have completed their DIBELS Reading Benchmark, NWEA Reading, and NWEA
Math assessments. These assessments provide our teachers with valuable
information about student strengths and areas where additional support may be
needed. Teachers have also been busy implementing our new OG+ and
Morphology+ phonics curricula, Benchmark Readers and Writer’s curricula,
and continuing our i-Ready Math curriculum. We are excited about the strong
instructional foundation we are building this year and look forward to watching
our students grow throughout the year.

We are off to a great start with strong routines, lots of learning, and exciting
things happening around DES. Thank you for partnering with us as we work
together to make this a wonderful year for every Little Bear. We are looking
forward to another month of learning, growing, playing, and making memories
together!

We are looking forward to a wonderful September at DES!

Dolores Elementary School Important Dates
September 14: Board of Education Meeting, District Office Boardroom, 6:00 p.m.
Agendas are posted on the website and outside the district office.
September 14: School Pictures
September 21-26: Homecoming Week
September 24: Homecoming Parade 3:20 p.m.

Emergency Closures

Monitor local media and check doloreschools.org for weather-related closure
announcements. The district also sends an email and a robocall to parents and staff in the
case of a delayed start or school closure.
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Principal Mary Weiss

Dolores Middle School

We are excited to welcome our new staff members to Dolores
Middle School! We are so fortunate to have them join our team. We
are excited that they have brough their talents, energy, and
enthusiasm to our school community. We look forward to all that
they will contribute and are thrilled that they are now part of our
team.

Hi students and families! My name is Janae Jensen, and I'm happy
to be teaching here at Dolores Middle School.

| have been teaching Language Arts and ESL for ten years. | have a
Bachelor's in English Education and a Master's in Second Language
Teaching. My focus is on making language accessible and relevant,
while also encouraging students to think more deeply. | have been
very impressed so far with the students at DMS and their capacity
for creativity. | hope it's a great year for everyone!

My name is Karen, and I'm excited to work with students here in
Dolores! Originally from New York/New Jersey, | recently moved to
Colorado from southwest Tennessee. | began my career in
marketing and public relations, but | love working with students in
the schools, encouraging them to love learning and do their very
best.

I lived in Wiesbaden, Germany for seven years and worked in the
Department of Defense schools as a tutor and site team coordinator
for a program called AVID (Advancement Via Individual
Determination). | volunteered as a Boy and Girl Scout leader for
many years and have fond memories of hiking and camping in the
Alps with my scouts.

| am a certified yoga teacher, and in my spare time, | love reading,
writing, dabbling in foreign languages and hiking with my
grandpuppy, Bucket.

S Hello, I am Kenia Reina. This year I am in a new role as the

@ & 6 Student Wellness Specialist for both middle and high schools.
@ & e I welcome you to view my Wellness Specialist page in this
@ e e newsletter. There, you can read my bio.

@ @ @ o
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Dolores Middle School (continued)

Bear Time and Student Support Programs

This year marks our second year using Bear Time, a 25-minute block of time after
lunch designed to help students grow academically, build character, and take
ownership of their learning journey.

During Bear Time, students focus on:
e ICAP (Individual Career and Academic Plan) - two days each week
e Character First - one day each week
« WIN (What | Need) - one day each week

What Are These Programs?
ICAP - Individual Career and Academic Plan
ICAP is a student-driven, ongoing process that helps students explore who they
are, where they want to go, and how they can reach their goals.
Students will:
e Explore their interests, strengths, and goals
Connect their schoolwork to future career and college opportunities
Begin building a roadmap for life after graduation
Learn about different career and postsecondary options
Reflect on their progress, strengths, and areas for growth

ICAP is not simply a one-time assignment. It is a living portfolio that students will
continue to develop throughout middle and high school.

Character First

Character First focuses on helping students grow not only academically, but also
in the positive character traits that help them become successful, responsible,
and caring individuals.

As we continue working to build a positive and respectful school culture,
students will learn about and practice important values such as:

e Respect - Treating others the way you want to be treated
Responsibility - Owning your actions and choices
Kindness - Showing care and compassion toward others
Perseverance - Working hard and not giving up
Integrity - Being honest and doing the right thing, even when no one is
watching

Character First helps us build a school culture where students feel safe,
respected, and valued. It also reinforces important life skills that students will
need in school, careers, relationships, and their communities.

We want our students to understand that who they are is just as important as what
they know.
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Dolores Middle School (continued)

Team Time at the Middle School

Our middle school teachers meet regularly during Team Time to discuss student
progress, learning goals, instructional strategies, and other important topics that
support student success.

Team Time also provides a wonderful opportunity for parents who would like to
meet with several of their child's teachers at once.

If you would like to schedule a Team Time meeting, please call the school office,
and we will be happy to help arrange a time.

Team Time Schedule
6th Grade Team: 2:00-2:45 PM
7th & 8th Grade Teams (Combined): 8:50-9:30 AM

Together, these programs give our students opportunities to grow academically,
develop strong character, explore their futures, and take more responsibility for
their own learning.

Dolores Middle School Important Dates
September 14: Board of Education Meeting, District Office Boardroom, 6:00 p.m.
Agendas are posted on the website and outside the district office.
September 14: School Pictures
September 21-26: Homecoming Week
September 24: Homecoming Parade 3:20 p.m.

Emergency Closures

Monitor local media and check doloreschools.org for weather-related closure
announcements. The district also sends an email and a robocall to parents and staff in the
case of a delayed start or school closure.
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Principal Matt Walker

Dolores High School

Dolores High School would like to thank Travis Rantz for his
time and service as our Athletic Director. We appreciate the
commitment he has shown to our student-athletes, coaches,

and athletic programs. Interviews for the position are currently® ® ® ®
underway, and we hope to have a new Athletic Director in place® ® ® ®
before Homecoming. ceees
< o ® ® ®

X(J . o @& & &

s G

Our fall athletic teams are already off to an exciting start. The volleyball team has
opened the season with a 3-0 record, including a win over Bayfield, a 3A state

qualifier last season. The football team is 1-0 after earning an impressive victory
over ninth-ranked Plateau Valley. The boys cross-country team also had a strong
showing, finishing 7th of 26 schools at the Cheyenne Mountain Stampede. While
Emilynn Hill finished 47 of 177. Congratulations to all our athletes and coaches!

Our students are scheduled to take the NWEA assessments on September 15
and 16. These assessments provide valuable information about student growth
and help our teachers identify areas of strength and opportunities for additional
support.

Homecoming Week will take place September 21-26, with activities planned
throughout the week. We will kick things off with a pep rally Monday afternoon.
®on Wednesday, students will compete in Peach Fuzz volleyball during the
®afternoon, followed by Powder Puff football Wednesday evening. Thursday’s
.parade will begin at the Dolores General Store and proceed down Central
:Avenue. After Thursday night’s volleyball game, the Booster Club will provide
food for students as we gather outside the Auxiliary Gym for music, fellowship,
and yell practice. On Friday, the Homecoming king and queen will be announced
at halftime of the football game. We will conclude the week’s festivities Saturday
evening with the Homecoming Dance. We look forward to celebrating with our
students, families, alumni, and community!
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Dolores High School (continued)

Dolores High School Important Dates

September 14: Board of Education Meeting, District Office Boardroom, 6:00 p.m.
Agendas are posted on the website and outside the district office.

September 14: School Pictures

September 21-26: Homecoming Week

September 21: Pep Rally

September 23: Peach Fuzz Volley Ball Game (afternoon)

September 23: Powder Puff Football Game (evening)

September 24: Homecoming Parade 3:20 p.m.

September 24: Volleyball C, JV, and Varsity vs. Monticello
Following the game - Booster Club sponsored event featuring food,
music, fellowship, and Yell Practice

September 25: Varsity Football vs. Custer County

September 26: Homecoming Dance

Emergency Closures

Monitor local media and check doloreschools.org for weather-related closure announcements.
The district also sends an email and a robocall to parents and staff in the case of a delayed
start or school closure.

Academic Advisor Aurora Everett

Dolores High School

Parents and Students,
Whether you plan to go to College or Trade School, If you haven't
heard of the Colorado Promise, | encourage you to investigate. It is

a program that offers two years of post-secondary college tuition to
Colorado residents. In addition, you can pair it with these Colorado
Institutional Affordability Programs.

FREE Financial Aid Applications

Even if you do not qualify for an institutional promise program or the Tax Credit,
there are other financial resources available. The most important step you can take is
to complete your FAFSA or CASFA! These applications are secure, safe and FREE for
everyone. Completing these applications will help you gain access to grants,
scholarships, and other forms of financial support, and does not lock you into
attending any institution or accepting any financial obligations.
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Dolores High School (continued)

We are pleased to welcome four new staff members to
Dolores High School!

Connor Billman - Biology

Connor joins DHS after teaching at Cortez Middle School last
spring. He holds a bachelor’s degree in agriculture from the
University of Nevada and a Master of Education degree from Fort
Lewis College. Connor has a passion for the outdoors and holds
certifications in several outdoor-related areas.

Britany Mason - English 1 and English 3

Britany is a Dolores High School alumna from the Class of 20083,
and we are excited to welcome her back home. She brings 20
years of experience in education and will be teaching English 1
and English 3.

Aurora Everett - Academic Advisor

Aurora joins DHS with 30 years of experience in education. She
spent 15 years as a science teacher and another 15 years in
administrative and leadership roles, including educational
technology specialist, district Career and Technical Education
director, academic dean, and assistant principal.

Ty Faierman - ESS Teacher

Ty comes to Dolores High School after teaching in Bayfield and
brings more than 20 years of experience in education. His
commitment to helping students recognize their strengths is
reflected in his educational philosophy:

“I want students to see themselves as | do: bright, intelligent,
funny, and self-aware of how they learn, who they are, and who
they want to be.”

Please join us in welcoming Connor, Britany, Aurora, and Ty to
Dolores High School. We are excited about the experience,
knowledge, and enthusiasm they bring to our students and
school community. It is shaping up to be another great year to
be a Bear!
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Wellness Specialist Kenia Reina

Dolores Secondary Schools

Hi, I'm Kenia Reina, the bilingual (Spanish-English) Wellness
Specialist at Dolores Middle and High School. Originally fromg

(

Guayaquil, Ecuador, I've had the opportunity to experienceg : : : ‘
different cultures and communities, including New York, beforey o o @ -
making Dolores my home. e ® ® ®
e 6 6

I'm passionate about supporting students’ social, emotional, and academic well-
being and helping create a school environment where every student feels seen,
heard, and supported.

| hold a bachelor’s degree from Ecotec University and am excited to continue my
education by pursuing my master’s degree in School Counseling at Adams State
University.

Outside of school, | enjoy cooking, decorating, crafting, and creative projects. |
also enjoy marketing through my small business, Latitude Zero Marketing, where
| focus on growing local brands with intention. Most of all, | enjoy spending time
with my husband and our two guinea pigs, Pachacuti and Inti Raymi.

I'm excited to be part of the Dolores school community and look forward to
getting to know our students, their families, and the community in this new role.

District Nurse Brandy Dunn

Health and Wellhess

| love the changing of the seasons and the arrival of fall
weather! The cooler temperatures and changing leaves make

@ ® @ O

e ®e ® e September one of my favorite times of the year. It is a time for
e ®e ® @ new routines, new activities, and enjoying all that our

e ®e ® @ community has to offer.

@ @ @ o

As we settle into the school year, it is important to remember that cold and flu
season is already upon us. With students spending more time together indoors,
illnesses can spread quickly.
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Health and Wellness (continued)

Tips for Staying Healthy

Wash your hands often with soap and water, especially before eating and after
using the restroom, coughing, or sneezing.

Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or your elbow.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.

Drink plenty of water and eat a variety of nutritious foods.

Get adequate sleep each night to support your immune system and overall
well-being.

Stay physically active and spend time outdoors when possible.

Avoid sharing drinks, food, utensils, or personal items.

Stay home when you are sick and give your body time to recover.

How sick is too sick?

Students should stay home when they are too ill to comfortably participate in the
school day or when they may spread an illness to others.

The four main reasons a student should stay home are:

1.

Fever: A temperature of 100.4°F or higher. Students should be fever-free for at
least 24 hours without the use of fever-reducing medication before returning
to school.

.Vomiting: More than two episodes in the previous 24 hours or an inability to

keep food or fluids down.

.Diarrhea: Frequent diarrhea, accidents, or diarrhea that is significantly more

than normal for the student.

.Worsening respiratory symptoms: Cough, congestion, sore throat, runny

nose, or other respiratory symptoms that are worsening or not improving.

Students returning after an illness should be feeling well enough to participate in
normal school activities and, when applicable, should be fever-free for at least 24
hours without medication.

ePlease remember that keeping students home when they are sick not only helps
ethem recover, but also helps protect classmates, staff, and families.

®Thank you for helping us maintain a healthy school community throughout the
®school year.
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Contact the Dolores School District

Dolores School District RE-4A
100 N. 6th Street / PO Box 727
Dolores, CO 81323
Phone: (970) 882-7255 e ® ® ®
Fax: (970) 882-7685 c o ® ®

® ® ® & ¢

Dolores School District Calendars

Events Calendar

2026-2027 Yearly Calendar

Download the Dolores SD App

Download the updated Dolores SD App, available for free on both Android and iOS
platforms. Allow push notifications!

Safe2Tell Colorado Initiative
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